Medical Malpractice. J Leahy Taylor (ed) pp 326 £15 Bristol: John Wright 1980 The first six chapters and the final one, written with one exception by the staff of the Medical Protection Society, provide an outline of the problem as encountered in the United Kingdom. The intervening chapters, written by local experts, review the problem in the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Pride of place is given to the United States, the chapter on which occupies practically a quarter of the book.
With the exception of the initial chapter, in which a barrister makes heavy weather of the General Medical Council in its stage of transition, and the one on medical ethics, which consists largely of a rehash of the various so-called 'declarations' of the World Medical Association, this is a useful reference book for the non-expert. Its value would have been enhanced by a short bibliography and a more elaborate and more carefully compiled index. The Postgraduate Centre Library would seem to be its natural home. The receptor specificity of plant alkaloids for neurotransmitters is in stark contrast to the polyclonal activation of lymphocytes induced by mitogenic plant lectins. The lectins' lack of specificity has allowed two biochemists, Hume and Weidemann, to write a monograph dealing principally with the cellular metabolic changes that follow transformation of different lymphocytes. As expected, many of the cellular events frequently occur in circumstances other than mitogenic transformation. The generation of cyclic AMP and enhanced glycolysis are two examples, but the relation of such changes to the mitogenic stimulus is always carefully traced. The alteration in DNA synthesis, membrane and . cytoplasmic reactions and the role of second messengers are similarly analysed. The resemblance of the action of insulin to that of mitogens is stressed.
There is also a section on leukocyte subpopulation's interactions with mitogens and, for those with more biological leanings, another on the function of activated leukocytes. The physiologically important mitogens, like fibronectin and hepatic binding glycoprotein, or the pathogenic bacterial endotoxins and virus are hardly mentioned, while the saccharide nature of the cell receptor for these mitogens is almost left as a mystery.
This book is up-to-date and will be valuable to the primed, committed research worker. Particularly useful will be the massive lists of references which comprise 28% of the 231 pages of text.
D J M WRIGHT

Editorial Representative Section of Clinical Immunology & Allergy
A Colour Atlas of Injury in Sport J G P Williams pp 152 £15 London: Wolfe Medical 1980 The main virtue of this short book is the wealth of high quality colour photographs and illustrations. It is one of a series of atlases in which the Editor claims to bring together the world's largest systematic published collection of diagnostic colour photographs.
This display is done in an orderly fashion. First, there is a brief classification of the types of sporting injury, then an outline of how various tissues are injured, and finally we are taken on a rapid regional tour of the body to witness the range of damage inflicted on the British sporting field.
This book will appeal to coaches or medical advisers to participants in sport, both as a quick diagnostic reference and as a means of illustrating and explaining injuries to sportsmen.
R BENDALL
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon St George's Hospital, London
Lymphokine Reports 1. Edgar Pick (ed) pp 259 £16 London: Academic Press 1980 This first volume in an intended series is less esoteric than the title or the subtitle 'A forum for nonantibody lymphocyte products' would suggest. The introduction proclaims a much wider brief: 'A unified forum of expression for all soluble
